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FIRST REPORT OF OBERONIA BRACHYPHYLLA BLATT. & MCCANN AND 
SMITHSONIA STRAMINEA SALDANHA (ORCHIDACEAE) IN KERALA 


In plant collections in the wet evergreen 
forests of Mukkali, at Blind Bridge (600 m). 
in Mannarghat Range, Palghat district. 
Kerala, two inconspicuous orchids ( Vajra■ 
vein 49781 & 49783 both at MH) epiphytic 
on moss-clad twigs of an euphorbiaceous 
tree of CycJosiemon malabartcus Bedd.. 
proved on critical study to be new additions 
to the flora of Kerala, also extending their 
hitherto known distribution. 

Oberonia brachyphylia Blatter & McCann, 
J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 35: 257. t. 
2. 1931 ; Sant. & Kapad. Orch. Bombay 
57. 1966 : Saldanha FI. Hassan 838. 1976. 
Blatter and McCann described this on 
the basis of drawings by T. R. Bell and 
Miss Bell. Santapau and Kapadia designa¬ 
ted Kapadia 2855 gathered from the Type 
locality as a Neotype. Considered “appa¬ 
rently endemic in North Canara”, the 
present report extends the range far south¬ 
wards, with the implied possibility of its 
discovery in the intervening areas of the 
Western Ghats. It is likely that this species 
has escaped a tention due to its rarity or 
overlooking it, due to a mistaken notion of 
its being the somewhat common O. proud- 
lockii K- & P-, these two forming a pair of 
the most dimunitive species of Oberonia in 
this region. They are similar in their 
hahitat and habit. However, O. proudlockti 
has clavate spikes with sunken sessile flow¬ 
ers, and orbicular lip, while O. brachyphyl- 
la has slender racemes ; pedicellate flowers, 
and lip trilohcd with the midlobe btlobu- 
late. (Vajravelu 49781. Plate I. Fig. 1). 

Smithsonia straminea Saldanha J. Bombay 
Nat. Hist. Soc. 71 (t): 73- >974 ct Fh 
Hassan 830. 1976. 

Saldanha described this orchid from Dev- 
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alkerc fores s at Hassan district, Mysore 
State (now Karnataka State). Our report 
extends its range from its Type locality. 
This species closely resembles our Protero- 
ceras holttumii described from Vellingiri 
hil’s of Coimbatore district, Tamil Nadu 
Joseph el al. — J. Indian Bot. Soc. 1974. 
In vegetative condition the two are 
hardly distinguishable! Tn P. holttumii 
the inflorescence is long and the flow¬ 
ers have distinctly spurred lips with their 
midlobe obscure or absent while in S. 
straminea the inflorescence is much shorter 
than the leaves, and the flowers have sac¬ 
cate & trilobed lip. (Vajravelu 49783, 
Plate I, Fig. 2). 
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